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 VOLUNTEER HONOURED
The noble voluntary work of David Wright for first aid charity St John Ambulance has been marked with an investiture into the Order of St John at a prestigious ceremony on 29 September. David lived and worked in Chesterfield for 63 years before moving to Oxfordshire.  A serving fire fighter for 22 ½ years and the third generation member of his family, joined St John Ambulance when working with Coalite Chemicals,  37 years ago. The honour was bestowed in the Order’s historic 12th century Priory Church in London’s Clerkenwell.
Last year David helped to save a seven year old girls’ finger when it was caught in a ride at local fairground. David was presented with the Order’s insignia by Rodney Green, the Prior (Chairman) of the Priory of England and the Islands (part of the Order of St John). 
Becoming a member of the Order of St John is only possible if someone has shown exceptional service to its key foundations – one of which is St John Ambulance, the nation’s leading first aid charity. The Order of St John is a Royal Order of Chivalry and each recipient is approved by Her Majesty the Queen, its Sovereign Head. 
Up to 150,000 people die each year in situations where first aid could have given them a chance to live. St John Ambulance believes no one should die because they needed first aid and didn’t get it. The work of volunteers such as David is crucial in being the difference between lives lost and lives saved. 
David said ‘I am so proud to have been given the honour of becoming a member of the Order of St John. Volunteering for St John Ambulance has given me the opportunity to make a positive contribution to the community. Having first aid skills means anyone can be the difference between a life lost and a life saved. Today has been a truly rewarding experience.’ 
The Prior, Rodney Green, said: ‘This honour recognises the dedication that David has shown over the years to help the charity deliver its mission so that no one dies needlessly from a lack of first aid. David is a key example of how volunteers can make a real impact to their communities and we hope his story encourages others to learn vital life saving skills.’ 

The investiture ceremony takes place three times a year. Around a hundred people from communities across the country are invested on each occasion, the majority of whom are St John Ambulance volunteers. 
The Order of St John is one of the world’s oldest charities and traces its origins back 900 years to the Knights Hospitaller and the first Hospital of St John in Jerusalem in 1078. Its international history is showcased in the revamped Museum of the Order of St John in Clerkenwell, London.
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Photo caption: David Wright with his insignia of the Order of St John
For further information please contact Anne Byard, St John Ambulance Oxfordshire on: 01865 407168 or 07710 156438
ENDS
Notes to editors

• For information about St John Ambulance please call 08700 10 49 50 or visit www.sja.org.uk
St John Ambulance is the nation’s leading first aid charity. It believes that anyone who needs first aid should get it. But the fact is that’s not happening. St John Ambulance is determined to be the difference between lives lost and lives saved.

• The Order of St John was founded in the 11th Century. It is a major international charity, an Order of Chivalry and a Christian Order. The British Order of St John comprises two foundations: St John Ambulance and the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital.
• For information about St John Ambulance please call 08700 10 49 50 or visit www.sja.org.uk 
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